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Head Start, early reading, and other pro-
grams by about 50 percent over the next 10
years. And over and above their tax cut, even
this year they have put themselves in a posi-
tion where they are going to have to cut edu-
cation now. Either they have to dip into the
Social Security surplus, something they said
they wouldn’t do, or cut next year’s education
budget by nearly 20 percent.

Now, this is basic arithmetic, the kind of
things you learn in Brooke Grove. It’s basic
arithmetic that if schools have record enroll-
ments for 4 years in a row and a third of
the schools are in need of repair, you need
more teachers and better schools. It’s basic
arithmetic when 2 million teachers are about
to retire, and all the evidence says smaller
classes produce higher learning, that you
need more teachers, especially in the early
grades. It is basic arithmetic, in other words,
that if we want the kind of America for our
children that they deserve in the new cen-
tury, we must invest more, not less, in edu-
cation.

And let me say, this should not be a par-
tisan issue. I think in most communities in
America, it isn’t. Congresswoman Morella’s
presence here today and the truly fine record
she has established in education proved that
Republicans and Democrats can get along on
this issue. This is a dispute we’re having with
the leadership. But it is not too late.

The nature of things in Washington is ev-
erything gets done in the 11th hour. It’s now
about 10:30. [Laughter] And I’m here be-
cause I want America to see what you have
done, and because I want America to believe
that what you have done can be done in every
classroom in this country, and because I want
America to say, ‘‘Let’s put first things first.’’
Nothing is more important than our children.
Let’s take care of them, their economic fu-
ture, what will happen to their parents and
grandparents, and America will do fine.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Parris N. Glendening
of Maryland; State Senate President Thomas V.
(Mike) Miller, Jr.; Nancy S. Grasmick, State su-
perintendent of schools; Reginald M. Felton,
president, Montgomery County Board of Edu-
cation; teachers Dale Tepper and Barbara Husted;

and reading specialist Susan Robin Davis, who in-
troduced the President.

Statement on the Conclusion of the
Independent Counsel’s Investigation
of Henry G. Cisneros
September 7, 1999

Henry has been a dedicated public official
who served the American people and this ad-
ministration with distinction. He is also a
good friend. I am pleased that this matter
is finally behind him, and I wish him and
his family all the best.

Message on the Observance
of Rosh Hashana, 1999
September 7, 1999

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Rosh Hashana.

During this season of renewal and re-
demption, Jews from across the nation and
around the world heed the sound of the
shofar announcing the beginning of the High
Holy Days and gather together with family
and friends to celebrate the creation of the
world and the beginning of the new year.

Rosh Hashana is a time for rejoicing, but
it also is a time for serious prayer and reflec-
tion. Jews give thanks for their blessings and
repent for their mistakes. They resolve to
change what they can to make the new year
better than the last.

Regrettably, this past year saw too many
examples of hatred and violence inspired by
ignorance and prejudice. We all can learn
from the Jewish people’s strong dedication
to civil rights and tolerance, and we all must
redouble our efforts to combat the forces of
intolerance that still linger in our society.

As we celebrate Rosh Hashana, I urge all
Americans to join the Jewish community and
to come together as a nation to speak out
against hate crimes and to appreciate our
common humanity. Together, we can work
to ensure that the tragedies of the past year
are not repeated and that the coming year
is filled with happiness and peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
for a meaningful observance.

Bill Clinton
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Remarks Honoring the 1999
National Basketball Association
Champion San Antonio Spurs

September 7, 1999

Thank you very much. Please be seated,
everyone.

Welcome to the White House. I want to
say a special word of welcome to Peter Holt,
to Gregg Popovich, obviously, to the San An-
tonio Spurs. We’re also joined today by four
Members of the House of Representatives
from the great State of Texas: Congressmen
Gonzalez, Rodriguez, Bonilla, and Edwards.
And we thank them for being here.

I want to acknowledge the team captains,
Avery Johnson and David Robinson, who is
the only graduate of the Naval Academy play-
ing in the NBA. That’s important, because
I have to stick up for the service academies
here. It’s part of my job, you know. [Laugh-
ter] I’d also like to offer a special word of
welcome to Sean Elliott. He’s had a tough
few months; we’re glad to see him here.
Thank you very much. Thank you.

Everybody who works around here at the
White House and who knows me knows that
I am a basketball fanatic. You know, I live
for the NCAA finals and the NBA finals, and
I follow basketball very closely. And I’ve
been fortunate enough to be good friends
with two or three reasonably successful bas-
ketball coaches, who have taught me a little
about the game.

And it’s really—it’s a lot like politics. You
get ahead, and then you get behind. [Laugh-
ter] Then you try to get ahead again. And
normally, you don’t know whether you’re
going to win until right before the end of
the game.

And I like this team. They started 6 and
8, and finished 46 and 7. And when we were
watching the NBA, the semifinals and the
finals—and I always have people come over
and watch the games with us—and one night
Hillary and I were watching with a bunch
of our friends, one of whom was from one
of the other towns you were playing, Coach.
[Laughter] And he kept cheering and cheer-
ing and cheering. And finally, Hillary looked
at him and said, ‘‘Now, tell the truth. Don’t
you think the Spurs are the best team in bas-

ketball this year?’’ And he said, ‘‘Well, of
course.’’ [Laughter]

And I don’t think there’s much more you
can say. This is a team with enormous talent,
enormous dedication, a steel will, and a great
heart. And they won because they deserved
to win. And I think all of us who love this
sport, not just people from San Antonio or
from Texas, were elated by their success, be-
cause they deserved it, and they earned it.
And I’m glad to welcome them all to the
White House today.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, Peter Holt, chairman, Gregg
Popovich, coach and general manager, and
team member Avery Johnson made brief re-
marks.]

You know, there’s a thousand things I’d
like to say. [Laughter] I identify with a lot
of people on the scene. You know, when the
commentators kept saying, every time Avery
was not guarded, he scored. Did you notice
that? And they kept referring to one person
who made the mistake of saying he really
didn’t belong in the NBA and could never
lead a team to a championship. You know,
when I was Governor of Arkansas, that’s what
they said about me when I was running for
President. I identify with that. [Laughter]

And then every time things were slightly
in doubt, the television camera would do this
close-up on Tim Duncan’s eyes—[laugh-
ter]—and I knew they were going to win.
I’m trying to develop that killer look. [Laugh-
ter] We’re about to enter all these tough
budget negotiations, and I’m trying to vis-
ualize what Duncan looked like when it got
really close, you know. [Laughter] But if any
of you guys want to stay around and help
me through the next month, you’re welcome
to do it. [Laughter] Government scale’s a lit-
tle low for you, but it’s rewarding work—
it’s rewarding work. [Laughter]

Let me just say one thing, seriously. I don’t
want to talk about the contents of it. But one
of the most interesting telephone conversa-
tions I ever had in my life—with someone
I had never met, especially—was with Coach
Popovich, when I called to congratulate him.
And I realized that he was a man with a keen
understanding of human nature, and the
human spirit, and what it really takes to make
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